David Hobden. The presentation touched on the development and flora and fauna of the Fletcher Wildlife Garden. The digital format successfully combined prints, slides and digital pictures. It was very well received.
Adjournment
Fenja Brodo made an announcement about the upcoming 4 th Annual Great Backdoor Bird Count.
Moved by Fenja Brodo/David Hobden that the meeting be adjourned at 9:15 pm.
(Motion Carried) SUSAN 
LAURIE-BOURQUE, Recording Secretary

Awards Committee
The Awards Committee met in January to consider nominations made for the various OFNC Awards. As a result of our deliberations, the following four awards for the year 2002 were presented at the OFNC's Annual Soirée, which took place 26 April 2003 at St. Basil's Church in Ottawa.
MEMBER OF THE YEAR:
Bill Royds: For his many contributions to the Club's conservation efforts, especially during this last year as the link between the OFNC and the Greenspace Alliance of Canada's Capital (GACC).
GEORGE MCGEE SERVICE AWARD:
David Hobden: For his active participation in the Conservation Committee and his enthusiastic, productive work on the Fletcher Wildlife Garden Committee.
CONSERVATION AWARD -MEMBER:
Philip Fry: For establishing and maintaining the "Old Field Garden" near Oxford Mills as a model for habitat restoration and wildflower gardening.
CONSERVATION AWARD -NON-MEMBER:
Michèle André-St. Cyr: For her relentless work in preventing the death of turtles along the highways of southern Ontario by the establishment of "Turtle Crossing" signs, and for her active and successful efforts in educating the public about turtles.
I. BRODO
Birds Committee
The Birds Committee participated jointly with the Club des Ornithologues de l'Outaouais to run a successful Christmas Bird Count in December 2002. The fall bird count was held again in October 2003 and continues to grow in popularity. We were again active in the Peregrine Falcon Watch at the downtown nest site. One female was successfully fledged. The Bird Record Sub-committee continues to review records of rare birds and is currently compiling a lengthy database of Ottawa bird records. The Bird Record Sub-committee also finished publication of the new Ottawa District Bird Checklist 2002. The checklist is available in many Ottawa nature stores. The third year of surveying for the Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas (Region 24) has been completed. There are plans to add five more under-surveyed squares from an adjacent region for the 2004 season. This years seed-a-thon raised close to $400.00 for the club's bird feeders. We continue to operate the rare bird alert and the Ottawa bird status line, a recorded telephone message of current bird sightings. Some members of the Committee participated in the Taverner Cup competition C. TRAYNOR
Computer Management Committee
This year, the Committee reviewed and revised their Terms of Reference and the revisions were approved by the Council.
It also reviewed the state of the Club's Membership Database System application. Upon a recommendation by the Computer Management Committee, the Council approved the acquisition of Microsoft Access as the Club's data entry and database management technology. This product provides a relational database engine with VisualBasic language support for applications development. The Membership Database application will be redeveloped using Microsoft Access during 2004.
M. MURPHY
Conservation Committee
Since November 2002 the CC has been assisting local residents calling themselves Larose Defense Fund/Fond de défense Larose with opposition to a proposed zoning change within part of the forest. We expressed support for the preservation of francophone heritage at other locations. The Club contributed $1000 towards the Fund's legal costs at an OMB hearing.
In cooperation with the Greenspace Alliance of Canada's Capital, the CC appeared at City Planning and Development Committee in regard to the 3rd draft of the Official Plan. Some improvements were secured.
We helped the FON to hold this workshop at the Museum of Nature in Ottawa.
Several Club members reviewed the City's list of areas to be studied and suggested additional areas. Adrianne Sinclair of the CC was appointed to the Public Advisory Committee.
What in the 1970s the OFNC called the South Gloucester Conservation Area gradually became a quarry, but the 177 City-owned acres were known to support uncommon plant species. Despite intervention by the CC and the Greenspace Alliance, the City voted to sell this land to the quarry owner for $1.7M, but imposed requirements for environmental assessment, and assigned the sale revenue to a natural land acquisition fund.
S. ROSENBAUM
Education And Publicity Committee
The committee organized and managed OFNC participation in three major public events: the Ottawa Teachers Federation professional development day, the Carlingwood Wildlife Festival and Health Canada's celebration of Environment Week. The Wildlife Festival was the largest and most successful in attracting public interest. Twenty OFNC volunteers and five Macoun members assisted with this event.
A demonstration of bird songs using tapes and slides was provided as a pre-concert activity for the Young Peoples Concert Series at the NAC, April 26.
The Ottawa Field-Naturalists' Club presented three Natural History Awards of $50.00 each plus an OFNC membership at the Ottawa Regional Science Fair. The judges were Kathy Conlan and Susan Laurie-Bourque.
A French version of the club brochure was prepared and production begun at year's end.
The Ottawa Field-Naturalists' Club Committee Reports for 2003
The sales table at the club's evening presentations at the Canadian Museum of Nature provided revenue of $400.
J. CAMERON
Excursions And Lectures Committee
In 2003 this Committee arranged 38 events and nine monthly meetings including the ABM and the Soirée. Seven general interest excursions were offered to Club members. The Birds Committee ran 12 birding excursions, three bird counts as well as assisted with The Taverner Cup. Two of our monthly meetings were also devoted to birds. There were six botanical excursions or workshops and two mushroom activities. Insects were the subject of one excursion and two of our monthly meetings. Other excursions were for mudpuppies, astronomy and a museum visit. Workshops were also given on geology and on digital cameras. Two of our monthly meetings were devoted to conservation matters and one introduced us to polar environments.
The monthly meetings drew about 50 people on average. Excursions and workshops are designed for a smaller number of participants. This year we asked leaders to have participants sign a waiver form. The form is primarily designed to inform participants about liability but it provides a record of attendance.
F. BRODO
Executive Committee
The Executive Committee met in October to review several items that required responses and/or action plans. As a result of that meeting, action plans have been put in place to address the following issues in 2004:
(1) review of electronic publication possibilities (2) digital photo archives (3) how to retain new members (4) system to record names and number of persons participating in club excursions and activities. The Committee also reviewed the club's liability insurance, its role in the Taverner Cup, the issue of attracting volunteers and it put in place a succession planning exercise and a system to review and report on the publications of other nature clubs. These matters require further action in 2004 but should be completed by year end.
G. MCNULTY
Finance Committee
The Finance Committee met three times in calendar year 2003. The following items are highlighted: -a review of existing and proposed honoraria was undertaken. No changes to the current structure were recommended to Council. -the committee recommended to Council that the Alfred Bog Fund be topped up by $4,000 from the de Kiriline Lawrence Fund, bringing the total OFNC contribution to $59,000. -options for replacement accounting software were assessed but no decision was taken. -a review of membership fees for 2004 was carried out, and the Committee recommended to Council that the fees not be raised for the upcoming year. However, given the expected year-end deficit, this issue will need serious consideration next year. -a budget for fiscal year 2003-04 was tabled and approved at Council in the fall, showing a small projected deficit. -other items such as the RoweCom bankruptcy, liability and directors' insurance, and Taverner Cup funding were discussed. L. SCHWARTZ
Fletcher Wildlife Garden
Volunteers contributed over 3000 hours, mainly on Friday or Sunday mornings. Their work is particularly noticeable in the Backyard Garden. The Management Committee met eleven times during the year.
The big achievement for the year was the production of an agreement with Agricultureand Agri-Food Canada for use of the site and occupation of the building. Negotiations were completed in the summer and the agreement finally signed in November. It is to run until April 2006. We wish to thank Frank Pope for handling legal and insurance issues and the final signing.
During the year we held a public event for International Migratory Bird Day in May and our best plant sale ever in June thanks to Algonquin College and our own volunteers.
Our traveling display was seen at Seedy Saturday, The Wildlife Festival, Environment Day at Health Canada, an Invasive Species Workshop at the Museum of Nature and at the OFNC Soiree.
This year we had a part-time summer employee, since we did not obtain a grant to support the position as we had in previous years. She dealt with visitors, kept the Interpretation Centre open and worked mainly on invasive plant control, supplementing the work of a group of volunteers.
The Interpretation Centre was opened by volunteers on Sunday afternoons through the summer. Located there is a small library, including a complete collection of the Canadian Field-Naturalist, and two stereo microscopes for examining small specimens. The Centre was used for meetings by OFNC Council and four committees and for workshops.
D. HOBDEN
Macoun Field Club Committee
The committee met just once, to plan the start-up of the Macoun Club year; much of the work of organizing the program from month to month was done over the telephone and by e-mail. Some committee members arranged for speakers each week and supervised the meetings, while others led field trips twice a month. Some also led the high-school-age members on camping trips at Christmas and in June.
Through this program, the children and teenagers of the Macoun Club were introduced to local geology, lichens, plant biology, insects, and wildlife (both Canadian and exotic). Field trips gave members hands-on experience in identifying trees and animal tracks, and allowed them to take part in the Club's ongoing research on butternut canker disease, lichen biodiversity, and porcupine populations.
The monthly newsletter and the annually produced Little Bear magazine were both prepared by the young people themselves, while the Club's web site was maintained jointly with Committee members. Individual Macoun Club members presented natural science projects at the OFNC Soirée in April, and the Club's executive recounted the group's activities for the OFNC members assembled there.
R. LEE Six articles qualified for support from the Manning Memorial Fund for a total of $4044.
Membership Committee
Steady progress was made in getting the publication schedule back on track. The printing of The CFN has been taken from St. Joseph and contracted to Gilmore Printing Services Inc. beginning with Volume 117, #2. It is expected that this will both reduce the printing costs and improve the photographic quality.
In response to an author's complaint, the details of publication charges have been reworded. The new text says, in effect, that only members of The Ottawa Field-Naturalists' Club and subscribers to The CFN are eligible to apply for waiver of page charges for the first five pages, and then only if institutional funds are unavailable.
Volume 37 of Trail & Landscape was published in four issues containing 192 pages with the usual mix of good articles and news of Club events.
R. BEDFORD I have audited the balance sheet of THE OTTAWA FIELD-NATURALISTS' Club as at September 30, 2003 , the statement of changes in net assets, and the statements of operations. These financial statements are the responsibility of the organization's management. My responsibility is to express an opinion on these statements based on my audit.
Except as explained in the following paragraph, I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require that I plan and perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation.
In common with many non-profit organizations, the Ottawa Field-Naturalists' Club derives some of its revenue from memberships, donations, and fund raising activities. These revenues are not readily susceptible to complete audit verification, and accordingly, my verification was limited to accounting for the amounts reflected in the records of the organization.
In my opinion, except for the effect of the adjustments, if any, which I might have determined to be necessary had I been able to satisfy myself concerning the completeness of the revenues referred to in the preceding paragraph, these financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the OFNC as at September 30, 2003, and the results of its operations and changes in net assets for the year then ended in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. The organization is non-profit and incorporated under the laws of Ontario (1884). The organization promotes the appreciation, preservation, and conservation of Canada's natural heritage. It encourages investigation and publishes the results of the research in all fields of natural history and diffuses information on these fields as widely as possible. It also supports and cooperates with other organizations engaging in preserving, maintaining or restoring environments of high quality for living things.
Financial Instruments
The organization's financial instruments consist of cash, accounts receivable, marketable securities, and accounts payable. Unless otherwise noted, it is the management's opinion that the organization is not exposed to significant interest, currency, or credit risks arising from these financial instruments. The fair value of these instruments approximate their carrying values.
Capital Assets
Capital assets acquired after 1989 are expenses. Capital assets acquired prior to 1990 were recorded as assets at cost and amortized on a straight-line basis. These assets have been fully amortized.
Statement of Changes in Financial Position
A statement of changes in financial position has not been provided as it would not provide additional meaningful information.
Foreign Currency
Transactions during the year in U.S. dollars have been converted in the accounts to Canadian dollars at the exchange rate effective at the date of the transaction. All monetary assets in U.S. dollars at year end have been converted to Canadian dollars at the rate effective on Sept. 30, 2003. Gains or losses resulting therefrom are included in revenue or expenses.
The Ottawa Field-Naturalists' Club Summary of Significant Accounting Policies
